An overwiew of textbook GENETIKA, by authors Jelena Z. Bošković and Vasilije V. Isajev Edition of Megatrend University, Belgrade, 2007

Genetics is a young biological science, studying heritability. It is a child of 20th century. However, it was preceeded by a number of empirical discoveries, since earliest ages. Even ancient civilisations (Egiptians, Greek, Romans) made great contribution to animal cultivation and plant selection establishing basic pathways of our civilisation, hence influencing development of the idea of genetics directly or indirectly.

During the last sixty years, after discovery that DNA is responsible for hereditary qualities, genetics underwent greatest and fastest progressive upgrowth since established as independent science. The authors, Jelena Bošković and Vasilije Isajev, both professors of genetics and plant cultivation, managed to describe that in exact yet easy-to-read manner, connecting development of classical genetics with the advances of molecular genetics in 18 chapters of this book, which they reccomend as university-level textbook for students studying Genetics at basic academic, masters and PhD studies levels on Biological, Agricultural, Medicine, Veterinary and Arboriculture faculties.

The book comprises 551 textual pages and complete version on CD rom. It consists of following chapters: Introduction, Cytogenetics, Transmission genetics, Sex-linked inheritance, Extrachromosomal or extranuclear inheritance, Basics of biochemical genetics, Mutations, Mechanisms of immunological reaction, Gene recombination, Recombinant DNA technology, Recombinant DNA technology applications, Inheritance molecules cooperation, “P” elements, Development and genetical material – onto-genetics, Quantitative genetics, Population and evolutionary genetics, Literature, Dictionary, Glossary.
Information in all chapters in the book are harmonically organised and follow natural line of thought, leading reader through complex material. The authors managed to bring out an enormous amount of facts, processes and concepts typical for modern genetics  in an amazingly successful way, having the virtuosity of real experts. This way, they made difficult and dynamic scientific material easy to understand and interesting.
Each chapter is followed by résumé (adding to originality of this book) and questions helping students to check acquired knowledge. This enables lecturers to create their own lecturing program according to their school requirements. It also enables students to acquire knowledge in an easier way, studying only the part that lecturer marked as important by selecting questions at the end of each chapter.
Electronic version of the textbook, which comes with each book, is used as tuition instrument enabling modern well illustrated lectures. At the end of the book there is vast body of national and international literature, pointing to other relevant books, scientific papers and journals, that can act as guide for researchers dealing with specific problems in genetics.
Exceptional value of the book is its bi-lingual (Serbian and English) glossary, which facilitates using foreign (mostly Anglo-Saxon) literature, since majority of scientific literature is published in that very language. Topic index and supplement registry are also included.
Introducing sociological approach alongside with plant, animal, human and microbial genetics is another distinct singularity of this book. The authors, Bošković and Isajev,   recognized how greatly genetics have influenced other areas of human thoughts, such as philosophy, religion, law and other various social sciences. It is especially pointed out in the chapter dealing with recombinant DNA, followed by discussion about its applications and possible hazardous ethical connotation.
On the strength of all that it is my opinion that Genetics textbook, by Prof. Jelena Boskovic who is actively involved in lecturing at Megatrend University and Prof. Vasilije Isaijev, full professor at University in Belgrade, satisfies all quality requirements and criteria necessary for practical teaching process, annotating that authors have wide knowledge and experience both in basic research and experimental work, which is an important prerogative for the precise defining of very high level of knowledge to be acquired by those who have just started learning and those who are already familiar with the topic.
At the end it should be noted that Genetics is up-to-date written book, with fine illustrations, and as such not only a quality textbook but an interesting reading for all modern biology lovers.
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